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Medication Alert for Pregnant Patients

Impacts all Acute Services

Visual/Technical Enhancement

Details to Enhancement

Rule (no visual)

Rule built within EMR to identify that the
patient is pregnant. This is conditional to
chart diagnosis, positive HCG test, or an
open pregnancy within the Obstetrical
departments.
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Pregnancy Alert

doxycycline

(Severity: Major Female Pregnancy Warning)

AU: Tetracyclines are considered safe for use during the first 18 weeks of pregnancy (16 weeks postconception); use should be avoided during the second and third trimesters of pregnancy.

UK: Use of most oral formulations is contraindicated. use of the 40 mg capsule formulation is contraindicated during the second and third trimesters.

US: Use of the IV is not unless considered essential for patient welfare. Most oral formulations of this drug should not be used during pregnancy unless the benefit outweighs
the risk; use of the 40 mg capsule formulation is not recommended.

AU TGA pregnancy category: D

US FDA pregnancy category:

-~Most products: DL

-Doryx(R) MPC, Vibramycin(R), Vibra-Tabs(R): Not assigned.

Risk summary: Use of this drug in pregnant women may cause fetal harm.

Comments:
~Use of tetracyclines after the first 18 weeks of pregnancy may affect the formation of the baby's teeth and cause discoloration

According to some authorities, this drug should be used during tooth development (e.g., last half of pregnancy) only if benefts are expected to outweigh risks in severe or lfe-threatening conditions
(e.g.. anthraxx, Rocky Mountain spotted fever), especially i alternative therapies are unavadlable.
-IF this drug is used during pregnancy. or if the patient becomes pregnant while taking this drug. the patient should be apprised of the potential harm to the fetus
-According to some authorities, the 40 mg capsule fommlation should be stopped at once if the patien becomes pregnant

Anmal studies have revealed evidence of embryofetal toxicity, including toxic effects on skeletal formation. Animal studies ndicate this drug crosses the placenta and is found in fetal tissues. There are
1o controlled data in human pregnancy, most reported human experience was short-term, first trimester exposure but no human data are available assessing long-term therapy during pregnancy (e.g..
regimen for anthrax exposure)

When a patient meets the criteria and a
medication is ordered that identifies as
harmful or potentially harmful to the
fetus, the ordering provider will receive a
discern alert.

Discern alert will provide the potential
risk and require acknowledgement of the
risk to continue the ordering.

Please note that not all drugs will have
US warnings in a A, B, C, D, or X format
as the FDA no longer provides these
categories for newer medications. Each
discern alert will provide narrative
information about the risks. You may
see these categories for Australia and the
UK. Since this information comes from
outside sources, we are not able to
change the language.

Key Points: All OB PowerPlans have been
excluded from this rule as medications
within the PowerPlans have been vetted
as appropriate.

If medications are ordered outside of the
PowerPlan as a one-off order, the rule
will alert.
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